Alexander 11
939
VOLUME OF GRAIN EXPORTS, 1856-1897 *
Years               Yearly average in million poods t 1856-1860                              69.3
1861-1865                              74.9
1866-1870                            120.0
1871-1875                             1813
1876-1880                            257.1
1881-1885                            269.1
1886-1890                            367.9
1891-189? t                          377.5
1896-1897                            433.9
* Wheat, rye, barley, and oats.
t One pood = 36 Ibs. = 0.016 ton.
+ Grain exports in 1892 were exceptionally low because of a severe famine. The average yearly exports for the four years'1891, 1893, 1894, and 1895 were 432.3 million poods.
Grain represented 15 per cent of the total value of Russian exports in 1836-1840, 31 per cent in 1846-1850, and about 50 per cent from 1871 to the end of the century. Russia's international credit position and her ability to meet her large commitments abroad came to depend on the sale of her grain, irrespective of the price level and of the state of domestic supplies. In 1851-1855 2.7 per cent of the grain produced was shipped to foreign lands, in 1861-1865 4.6 per cent, in 1871-1875 9.1 per cent. From 1875 to 1897 the ratio (average for five-year periods) of grain exports to production fluctuated within the narrow margin of 14 to 16 per cent. There were, of course, deviations from these averages. The highest point was reached in 1888, when 17.6 per cent of the grain produced was exported; the lowest, in the famine year 1892, when it fell to 8 per cent. The grain trade was carried on chiefly through the southern ports. The consignment from the Baltic ports (St. Petersburg and Libau) and over the European land frontier of more than half of the grain exported in the 1870's and the early 1880rs was a temporary diversion due to the uncertainties of the Near East situation and the Turkish war. In 1865-1870 66 per cent, and in 1886-1890 64 per cent, of grain exports were shipped from the ports of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov; in 1891-1895 77 per cent was shipped from these ports. Odessa, Nikolaev, Rostov, Taganrog, and Novorossisk were the chief centers of the grain trade.